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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
Kingsley School is a dyslexia friendly school.
Yes, it trips neatly off the tongue and the page, but does it mean anything, or is ‘dyslexia friendly’ just
a trite expression that has become a cliché? I strongly believe it is a powerful, important concept and
here are some of the qualities that I think a dyslexia friendly school such as Kingsley, should have.
Most obviously, a dyslexia friendly school must have a dyslexia centre, where the educational needs
of dyslexic pupils are directly addressed. The dyslexia centre should be a hub from where information
about dyslexia and the specific profiles of individual dyslexic pupils is disseminated to the rest of the
school. In charge of that centre must be a person who has equal status to other heads of department
so that it is crystal clear that dyslexia is important in that school.
Equally important, there has to be a whole-school approach to the teaching of dyslexic pupils.
Teachers consistently need to use techniques which are most likely to help dyslexic students learn,
whilst tutors, boarding staff and other adults in the school also need to be aware of how dyslexics can
best improve their skills.
A dyslexia friendly school will have a broad curriculum. The teaching techniques just mentioned will
ensure that many dyslexic pupils will thrive in the so-called ‘academic’ subjects such as English,
maths, science, history and geography, but they must also have access to practically-based subjects
like design technology, food and nutrition, art, GCSE PE and drama. In the 6th Form, at least some
subjects need to be offered that require an alternative learning approach to A-levels, for example the
business studies, public services and PE courses that Kingsley offers. Senior management teams
across the country have a tendency to view such practical subjects as ‘less important’ than the
academic ones – in a dyslexia friendly school they will have equal status.
Similarly, the range of activities needs to be as broad as possible. Very often the key to success with
a dyslexic person is to find that thing which they are really good at. A restricted curriculum and range
of activities is less likely to achieve the goal.
The policies, structures and decisions made by the school at every level must take account of
dyslexic pupils. How will the school communicate information to the students? What will be the policy
about uncompleted work? What will be the structure of the school day? What will be the homework
policy? How flexible will the school be towards impulsive as opposed to premeditated behaviour?
How will classrooms be numbered? A million issues to consider!
Finally, the ethos of the school needs to be one where dyslexic people are challenged to achieve
more and where there are high expectations for them, but within an environment which is
encouraging, supportive, nurturing, inspiring and not one where they are disparaged or patronised.
A dyslexia friendly school is not one that is totally geared towards dyslexia, but it is one where
dyslexia plays an important role in the thinking of governors, headmasters, senior managers,
teachers and support staff. The objective is a level playing field where every pupil can realise their
potential. The point is that these dyslexia friendly qualities benefit all students, not just the dyslexics.

ACADEMIC SUCCESS
Y7
It would be wonderful if we could do a ‘then and now’ profile on our Y7 pupils. Last
September they arrived: anxious, rather timid, unsmiling. They have since
flourished into a cohesive, supportive and bright group and all of their teachers
thoroughly enjoy their lessons with them. I hope the feeling is mutual.
Max Allen is a boarder and his houseparent, Mrs Roberts-Key, holds him in very
high regard indeed for the positive influence he has in the house. He has also
worked phenomenally hard, and has been rewarded with a Progress Prize by the
Headmaster for his work in geography, design technology, maths and the dyslexia
centre. He’s also one of the ‘surfing dudes’ that Mr Mathers regularly takes out on
to the waves. Harry Fisher is such a warm, caring pupil, and I would like to thank
him for the great job he does looking after ‘taster day visitors’, making them feel
so much at home. Harry, like Max, is an enthusiastic, hard-working learner, and
he has been rewarded for his progress in the dyslexia centre. Studious, bright as
a button, with a lovely dry sense of humour, at the age of 12 Alfie Hodges is
already a sterling member of Mr Matthew White’s back-stage technical crew who
play such an important part in all school functions. Alfie’s classroom work is strong
and he received nominations for progress in history & food nutrition, and for
attainment in textiles and the dyslexia centre. On his parents’ farm, Jamie Parish
has a barn where he keeps old computers that he ‘does up’, combining bits from different models. Kind and
gentle, but with a fierce determination, Jamie has worked really well in his first year at Kingsley, particularly in
the dyslexia centre and maths, for which he received progress nominations. Because of his dyslexia Joe
Wickett has to work immensely hard at school … but he’s up to it. Intelligent, resolute and gritty like all of his Y7
friends, Joe is becoming increasingly independent and thoroughly deserves his nominations for progress in
maths and the dyslexia centre.

Y8
All 14 our Y8 dyslexic pupils received progress or
attainment nominations at the end of the summer
term – congratulations. Well done to Michael Baker,
James Bissett and Adam Hughes for your progress
nominations from the dyslexia centre, and to Tom
Brown [RS], James Norton [biology] and Charlie
Woolacott [dyslexia centre] for their attainment
nominations. Emma Richards worked hard this term
as well as playing lots of sport – well done on your
ICT and dyslexia centre progress nominations. Also
earning double awards were Ben Giddy [design,
dyslexia] and Lander King [chemistry progress &
dyslexia attainment].
Students who received multiple nominations in Y8
included Ross Braund-Phillips [progress in drama,
ICT; attainment in food nutrition, maths]; Macaulay
Harrison-Hooton, who completed an excellent year
of progress with nominations for progress in ICT &
chemistry, and attainment in PE; and Tom Hyam,
who capped an outstanding year by being mentioned
in dispatches for progress in RS, physics & biology,
and attainment in drama and the dyslexia centre.

It gives me great pleasure to announce that the two
Progress Prizes awarded in Y8 both went to dyslexic
students. Dan Day won nominations for his work in
maths, history, RS & biology, and for attainment in
the dyslexia centre, whilst Raife Gaskell’s
commendations were for food nutrition, geography,
dyslexia & physics, and for attainment in textiles. Dan
and Raife work exceptionally hard and thoroughly
deserve their awards – very well done.

Photos: Progress Prize Winners – Max on a history trip, and Dan & Raife

EVEN MORE ACADEMIC SUCCESS
Y9

Y10

At this point I’m always reminded of the line from
Corinthians about “putting away childish things” – Y9
are now at a turning point in their educational lives,
where they begin to choose to study those subjects
which interest them most. In the dyslexia centre, too,
the change is apparent with a shift of emphasis from
the intensive reading and spelling programme
towards achieving the highest grade possible in
GCSE English.

The recent school exams really brought home to us
how much Y10 have developed as academic
students. It is a fallacy that at GCSE English essays
are all about ‘quality not quantity’. Development of
ideas is an essential prerequisite for a decent grade,
and the only way to do that is to write essays that are
approaching two pages of A4. Writing too little is like
not buying a lottery ticket – you can’t win if you
haven’t entered.

Progress Prize Winners: Josh, Alex Stapleton and Alex Way
In English this term dyslexic pupils have been
studying the techniques used by writers in advertising
campaigns such as Barnado’s, and have looked at
both poster and tv advertising. A lot of perceptive
work has been done, both verbally and in writing.
Well done to Ryan Ashton & Finlay Boyle for their
work in English, and also to new pupil Radford
Chugg [biology], David Haines [biology], Rocky
Hardcastle [PE], Edgar Hodges [physics], James
Owens [ICT] and Charlie Morgan [attainment in
biology]. Radford has quickly settled in – he is an
excellent rugby player [more of that next term, no
doubt], and, like several other boys in the dyslexia
centre, takes part in motor bike trials. Tom Moores
and Brad Lacey have both worked very well this
term, taking their work very seriously but also
enjoying life on the way. Both Tom and Brad were
rewarded for their work in the dyslexia centre, plus
Tom for Spanish and Brad for ICT.
Josh Hunt has had a superb term – he has been
strongly focused, and shown enthusiasm, endeavour
and intelligence in his work. Well done on your
Progress Prize for progress in history, RS & design
technology, and for attainment in the dyslexia centre.

Yet this is just where so many of our Y10 students
have experienced problems in the past … but not this
time. They [nearly] all wrote four essays of good
length - the results were wonderfully encouraging.
Progress in the dyslexia centre was recognised with
nominations for Luke Giddy, Harriet Gregory, Alice
Hutchings, Jacob Sharp & Francis Soffe, plus
Holden Reeves for attainment. The efforts of Will
Cole [ICT] were also recognised, as were Alex
Marcantonio-James [maths attainment], Sean
Dallyn [chemistry, DT], Callum Mackenzie [English,
attainment in chemistry], Harri-Joe Paine [English,
attainment in DT], James Pugsley [PE & chemistry]
and Bradley Soffe [drama & PE].
High fliers in terms of their nominations this term
included Tim Aitchison [chemistry, English, physics
and attainment in music]; Annie Cook [progress in
chemistry & physics, attainment in food & biology];
Sarah Heard [biology, drama, English]; and Simon
Taylor [progress in maths, attainment in English &
ICT].
And finally, many congratulations to our two Progress
Prize Winners: Alex Way for her work in chemistry,
maths, English and drama, and Alex Stapleton for
chemistry, English, art, maths and physics.

SPORT

PERFORMING ARTS

ON THE WATER

DANCE

Ryan Ashton has swum well for the school in
galas, and James Bunney, Oliver Taylor, Tom
Pugsley and Jacob Sharp did brilliantly to help
Kingsley to 3rd place in the National Schools Plate
Water Polo.
Surfing has been ever popular, with Robert
Marchant-Greenslade & Jacob Sharp doing well
nationally, and thoroughly enjoying an exciting
Surfing Club camping weekend at Widemouth
Bay, along with Max Allen, Ben & Luke Giddy,
Raife Gaskell and Holden Reeves.
Congratulations to Milo George for being awarded
the Ma Ka Trophy by the rowing club for his
outstanding work, not only rowing but for his
considerable behind-the-scenes work, and his
coaching and encouragement of younger rowers.

For the second year running the Gym/Dance
Performance
Evening
provided
great
entertainment, with its mix of elite performances
and acts put together in PE lessons. Y10 pupil
Alex Way was our compere for the evening, and
amongst the performances she introduced were a
free style dance by Ryan Ashton, a Y8 dance
called “Swimming and Machines” which included
Emma Richards, and the finale by Y11, “Hey Big
Spender”, with Sally Eveleigh, Tory Morgan and
Charlotte Donovan amongst the dancers. I can
just imagine them as big spenders when they go
shopping.
The vaulting display was spectacular. The
Headmaster had travelled back from London on
the train that day, and, as he said, it was just like
looking out of the window of the speeding train as
vaulters whizzed past in front of us. Breathtaking.

ON LAND
No Grenville batsman has ever scored a hundred
as far as we know … until this term, when Y8
student
Macaulay
Harrison-Hooton,
a
wicketkeeper-batsman, followed up a brilliant 72
not out against West Buckland with a century
against Shebbear. Not surprisingly, Mac won the
Batting Cup, and was also awarded a new bat at
the end-of-term, to mark his superb achievement.
Mr Sturrock highlighted the performances of strike
bowler Finlay Boyle and the efforts of Rocky
Hardcastle, in the school cricket teams.
Well done to another Y8 pupil, Emma Richards,
who has been sprinting for the school in a number
of important meets, and has performed strongly.
Mr Claridge’s excellent Y9/Y10 hockey team have
been training once a week throughout the summer
term, and it’s hoped to arrange a tour to Holland
next Easter …

CELLO
As well as compering the Dance Performance
Evening, Alex Way has continued to make terrific
progress on the cello, and has played in all of the
school concerts, recently moving on to the electric
cello.

THE BACKSTAGE BOYS
For as long as I can remember dyslexic students
have been involved on the technical side behind
the scenes of all school functions. Under Mr Matt
White, the present crew are as enthusiastic,
knowledgeable and skilful as they have ever been.
Well done to Ben Ratchford, Alfie and Edgar
Hodges, Ross Braund-Phillips, James Owens,
Joe Wickett, and anyone else I’ve missed.

Photos: Luke, Holden & Jacob waiting to catch a wave; Ryan’s street dance; the Y11 girls.

FEAR
Y10 dyslexic student Holden Reeves wrote this essay in his end-of-year English exam in
response to the task: “Describe any situation that caused you fear, explaining what it was
that caused your fear.” Holden has kindly given me permission to publish his piece.
The one event that has caused me most fear was when my dad went out to Afghanistan. He
left on a cold, dark, Sunday winter’s morning. My dad’s alarm went off at 4 a.m. and he had
to be out of the house by 5.30. After breakfast it was time for him to leave. My mum was in
tears, but fortunately my two younger siblings had no idea what was happening – they were
fast asleep in bed.
My dad arrived at work, where he had a short briefing and a reminder of the dangers and
risks the men might face. Three hours later he was at the airport. Everything seemed normal,
no special way for them to go. They were just taken through the terminal and boarded the
plane.
From that moment I knew that I wouldn’t see him for the next seven months. It wasn’t too bad for me because
I’m always at school where I am a boarder, and I am surrounded by my friends who are really my extended
family. My little brother was a bit too young to understand what on earth was going on. But it affected my mum
and my sister the most. My mum was now a single mother, a widow for seven months, bringing up three children
on her own. My younger sister is not that old, but old enough to understand what might happen to her father in
Afghanistan. She struggled at school for some time when she left, always crying and getting upset because she
missed him so much. She did get better as the months passed, though – she still cried from time to time but not
as much.
While he was over there, my dad wasn’t too happy either. I think he was feeling the heat to be honest, because
he’s not really the emotional type. Well, you can’t be in the Marines, can you? Luckily my dad didn’t get into
anything too serious, but the thoughts that ran through my head and still do sometimes, are of my dad listening
to people screaming in pain from their injuries or from sheer frustration. He heard all of this because he was
based next to the helicopter pad and the hospital.
My family sent him lots of parcels and letters and my dad wrote back to us. He described the weather as hell,
about forty degrees throughout the day. Christmas was one of the toughest times for us all. We had always
spent our Christmases together as a family, so it really hit us. My dad sounded depressed, too, when he rang
up. He was based with a number of army lads who were younger, still taking life as it comes, as a joke, and he
found that hard.
Once Christmas was over, though, there were only a few weeks to go. My mother was going crazy, always
tidying the house, cleaning this, that and the other, and then my brother and sister would mess it up again. But
the day finally arrived, the day we had all been waiting for. Dinner was laid out, everything was perfect, but of
course my dad was late, and we had to have dinner without him!
My siblings were upstairs brushing their teeth, getting ready for bed when the door opens. Mum turns around to
see a tanned man standing at the door with the biggest smile ever on his face. I’ve always had a pretty chilled
relationship with my dad, so I just walk over to him and say, “Hi, Dad!”
And then he gave me a hug.
“Daddy!”
My brother and sister came screaming down the stairs. My sister was the first to run into the kitchen and jump on
to dad and give him the biggest hug ever. Then came my little brother, “DAD!!!”
I think that was the best day of our lives, seeing our dad again.
While he was out there in Afghanistan, even though it didn’t bother me too much, I still had that feeling of fear
floating around in my body, always wondering if my dad would be okay, if he would return.

AROUND THE SUBJECTS
GEOGRAPHY

ICT

Mr Chris Charlton retires this term after 29 years
teaching geography at Grenville, 28 of them as head
of department. Chris and geography have always
been very popular with dyslexics. His imperturbable
manner, deep love and knowledge of the subject, and
most importantly his teaching style, have been key to
this, and consequently exam results are always first
class, with many dyslexic students going on to study
the subject at university. We wish him a long and
happy retirement.
Fortunately, he has a more than able replacement in
Mr Steve Whaley, who has now been HoD for the last
year, and has made considerable impact on an
already strong subject. So much so, in fact, that all 11
Y9 dyslexic students have opted for geography at
GCSE.

Congratulations to Y10 student Simon Taylor on
winning “Animation09”, the UK Schools Computer
Animation Competition, held at the University of
Manchester. Not only that, but to his immense
surprise he went on to win one of two “best in show”
awards, selected by the EA Games Global Head of
Talent. What made this fantastic achievement even
more memorable to Simon was that he received the
awards in the presence of Mr Norris [Kingsley head of
ICT], several of Simon’s friends, and Simon’s
parents, all of whom had travelled to the event.

Finlay, in serious mode: an urban survey
I’m sure there are many reasons for this, but the main
one is this. Teach glaciation in a dry, lectureorientated manner to a deeply dyslexic L6th student
like Finlay Marrian and he’ll be climbing up the walls
in ten minutes. Teach him in a stimulating, multisensory way in which he is fully involved, and he
transforms into an enthusiastic, bright, responsive
learner. Take him on a field trip to Snowdonia to
study the effects of glaciation and he comes back an
expert, able to tell you everything you could possibly
want to know about the subject.
This term Y8 have been studying disasters, so to
consolidate their learning they were set a project to
recreate one of these topics. Michael Baker built a
model of a motorway disaster using toys, Lander
King, James Bissett, Dan Day, Charlie Woolcott &
Tom Hyam all made volcanoes out of erupting
baking powder, cakes
and other foodstuffs,
powerpoints were created, and Ross BraundPhillips made an earthquake video, using internet
clips and his own commentary, all done to the
background music of “Shaking all over” by Jonny
Kidd and the Pirates. [Remember that?]

Mrs Edmonds writes of Melissa Ashton [U6th]:
“I have never seen a student work as solidly and
consistently hard as Melissa has done, without once
dropping the high standards she sets herself. She
has displayed a steely resolve to succeed which will
stand her in good stead when she moves on to her
university course.
“Overall, Melissa achieved an outstanding set of
scores: 6 merits and 6 distinctions! She gained an
overall Distinction, the equivalent of 2 A grades at A
level.”

Does work experience with Nick Park beckon?
Full details can be seen on the school website, where
his animation, “Sick of School”, can also be viewed.

VOCATIONAL STUDIES

Congratulations as well to Public Services students
Katie Wilton [distinction] and Alistair Soffe [merit].

FOOD & NUTRITION
Mrs Monk, head of food, moves away from N.Devon
this summer. She has built up her department over
the years and it, too, has been extremely popular with
dyslexic students. One of her last acts was to award
the annual food prize to GCSE student George
Rhind. This was largely on account of a superb game
pie he made for his coursework – not only was it
beautifully cooked and deliciously tasty … he had
also gone out and shot it a few hours ealier!

SNIPPETS
Y11: Our 18 Y11 students worked hard and kept the
right attitude right up to and through their GCSEs. We
really hope that you get the results you want because
you thoroughly deserve them for all the hard graft you
have put in over the years.

10 Tors: Congratulations to Alex Schmarsel [45 mile
team] and Annie Cook and Tim Aitchison [35 mile
team] for successfully completing the 2009 challenge,
and for all the hard work that went into the training.

Some of you will be returning to Kingsley School 6th
Form and we look forward to seeing you again in
September and supporting your further education
studies. Some of you are leaving, with agricultural
colleges, engineering and stagecraft courses being
popular choices this year – we wish you every
success in the future. It has been a pleasure to work
with you and to know you all, and we hope you will
stay in touch.
~~~~~~~
Community Prize: The 2009 award was made to
Ben Ratchford for his totally committed and skilful
support as a member of the ‘Backstage Boys’, who
look after the technical arrangements for assemblies,
concerts, performances – in fact anything that goes
on at all in the Assembly Hall.

Y11 on their last day of lessons;
Anton & Kieron were elsewhere.
6th Form News: Good luck and best wishes, too, to
our U6th leavers, all of whom are going on to
university. A special mention to Ali Soffe who has
just completed A-level English, a great achievement
for a dyslexic student.
Well done to L6th students Oliver Taylor and Tom
Pugsley on your selection as school prefects next
year.
James Bunney has been awarded the annual
Grenville Association Sports Prize, a financial award
which goes towards his training costs. It’s not
surprising he was chosen – he is in the national elite
squad for triathlon, one of the best cross country
runners of his age in the country, a nationally ranked
swimmer, a star water polo player and he’s an
international surf-lifesaving competitor! Oh, and his
work is coming along very nicely, too.
~~~~~~~
Relationships: Jacob was upset because he was
very attracted to new girl Carly, but he couldn’t go out
with her because he was already going out with
Lorraine. Fortunately, it’s all worked out because
Lorraine has now emigrated. Jacob commented: “I
can see Carly now Lorraine has gone.”

~~~~~~~
Teaching: The cornerstone of Kingsley’s whole
school approach to teaching dyslexics is the school
Dyslexia Handbook. This will be rewritten over the
summer holidays, but as part of that process this term
our dyslexic classes have discussed with their
teachers what strategies work for them and which
don’t. This proved to be an immensely beneficial
exercise and the students’ ideas will now be
incorporated into the new handbook. Something else
that came out of this was how much the students
appreciate the dyslexia friendly techniques used by
Mr Mason, and we all wish him every success in his
new job teaching in Oxford.
~~~~~~~
Recruitment has been terrifically encouraging; Y7
will have two classes in the Grenville Dyslexia
Centre, the most pupils since the current Y10 came
into the school. We look forward to greeting and
working with our new pupils in September.
~~~~~~~
Alex Ferguson isn’t my favourite manager, but when
discussing coaching recently, he said something I
thought was relevant to teaching dyslexics:
“It’s important to have simple communication. You
see training sessions where the coach is talking all
the time and the message is lost – the words get lost
in the wind. Keep it simple, be brief, but be decisive.
Remember when we were players – we were
standing there, wanting to get on with it and the
coach was rambling on. Talking too much is a big
danger.”
“The words get lost in the wind.” Perfectly expressed.

THE BACK PAGE
Walter Scott
In June we had a special visitor to the dyslexia centre, Mr
Peter Hamilton. Grenville College was founded in 1954,
and Mr Hamilton was a pupil here from 1955 to 1961, he
was Head Boy in his last year, and he married an exEdgehill girl! He told me that the founder and first
headmaster, Walter Scott, had several pupils assessed
properly in those early years of the school, and that even
then dyslexia had a high profile within the school. It was
fascinating to here from him that although the dyslexia unit
was established in 1969, long before then and right from
the start it had played an important role in the school.
Walter Scott was himself dyslexic, and had a tough time at
school; it was not until later in his life that he found success. He was determined that the school he started would
not treat dyslexic students in the same unkind way that he had experienced, and thus was started an ethos that I
hope, fifty-five years later, we are doing all we can to continue.
The founder’s name lives on through the Walter Scott Progress Prize, a prestigious award made annually to the
Y10 dyslexic student who has made most progress during their time at school. As I have already intimated
earlier in The Revenge, this would be no easy task in 2009, where so many have improved their academic
performance by so much. Finally, though, we chose Tim Aitchison, and he received his trophy from the
Headmaster in front of the school at our final Final Assembly, to resounding applause from his peers and
teachers. Our warmest congratulations, Tim.

The Grenville Dyslexia Centre
And so closes the end of an era and the beginning of a new one, as the dyslexia department moves from Pen
Pont to the Northdown Road. Our new home will be called the Grenville Dyslexia Centre, and it will be housed in
its own modern building, where it will able to be both a learning hub but also a harbour from the hurly burly of the
main school. It’s just what we want. Importantly, it is at the centre of the school, both physically and
philosophically. Work starts on improvements on the first day of the holiday, and we hope to move in at the
beginning of August. The same staff, Mr Claridge, Mr Cullingham and Mr Lane, will be there to greet your
children in September!
Furthermore, a dyslexia-friendly approach will continue to be central to Kingsley School – the governors,
headmasters, senior management and staff all believe strongly in a whole school approach to dyslexia, not just
having a dyslexia unit, and that will be reinforced by a staff training session on teaching dyslexic students before
the new term starts.
We look forward to seeing current students, new students, parents and old friends at Kingsley School in
September, and in the meantime we hope you have a very enjoyable summer.

